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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 



The Executive Committee of the PennsyliMmia 
Young MerCs Trad Sdcietp beg the attention. of the 
Christian public, and especially the attention of the 
young meni who desir^ to advance the Redeemer's king- 
dom by the dissemination of religious truth among the 
destitute in our own State, whilst they explain the cause 
of the formation and the existence of this Society. In 
the month of January 1827, a meeting of the friends of 
the Tract cause was held, in this city, to take into con'> 
sideration the practicability of establishing a branch of 
the Parent Society in our State ; when, in view of its 
spiritual wants and moral wastes, a Society was constitu-^ 
tedy entitled, ^ The Pennsylvania Branch of the American 
Tract Society .** The Branch then had for its object the • 
establishment of auxiliaries throughout the State ; be-^ 
lieving in that way the feelings and energies of the friends 
of th>3 cause would be most effectually engaged and most 
beneficially employed. Through the favour of a kind 
Providence they succeeded in establishing a large num^ 
ber of auxiliaries, the Society prospered, the cause of 
Tracts was considered the cause of Christ, many came up 
to Its help, and it bade fair to continue one of the most 
flourishing of any of the benevolent institutions in this 
State. Within a few years the sun of its prosperity has 
been obscured by a dark cloud of careless indifference* 
All the causes which have produced the present state of its 
affairs are not known, nor is it important that they should 
be known. We hesitate not to say, however, that one 
great reason of this sad decline is a loss of interest in the 
Tmct cause, owing to the condition and engagements of 
those who once felt and laboured much f<)r its success. 
Acquainted with the above facts, impressed with the im- 
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Krtance of using some means for the resuscitalion of thia 
sssed Institution, and feeling that different energies ^ 
from those heretofore employed, must now be used to ef- 
fect this desirable end, some young men of this city held 
a meeting in January last for the purp6se of considering 
the expediency of adopting such measures as would have 
e tendency to enlist the feelings and energies of young 
men throughout the State^ in the dissemination of religi* 
oos truth through the medium of Tracts. At this meet- 
ing a society was formed, which has for its object ^' the 
promotion of evangelical religion and sound morality, by 
the establishment of auxiliary associations of young oi^ 
for the circulation of religious Tracts tbrougbout the 
State of Pennsylvania." 

It will be seen from the foregoing statement, that it is not 
our object to supplant any other sister society which may 
at present be in existence, but on the contrary, we desire 
to adopt such measures as will give a more beneficial di* 
rectioa to the efforts which are already made to advance 
the general interests of the Tract cause in our State, aa 
well as to insure the success and cositinuance of any 
which may in future be employed. We do not intend at 
# present to make appeals for the alms of our Christian . 
ifriends, but solely desire to engage the feelings and en- 
ergies of the young men in promoting the interests of the 
general cause throughout this State. 

Young men! Christian young men! Beloved in the 
Lord I give ear to our appeal in behalf of this noble cause. 
Although much has been done in past ages to benefit 
mankind by the general diffusion of knowledge, and the 
inculcation of correct moral principles ; yet in no age 
of the world has so much been done to render man hap- 
py, in no age has the car of salvation made such an on- 
ward progress as in the present. The throne of the 
arch-demon of iniquity already is beginning to totfter, 
and the sceptre of King Immanuel soon will be elevated 
on its ruins. I'he signs of the times indicate that this 
age is to be one, upon which, after i^es will look back, 
not with regret, but with heartfelt pleasure, as being die 
harbinger of exalted happiness to them and their poa- . 
tertty. Impiovement is its noble characterbtic, ^not 
merely the improvement of a state or a king<}om, but 
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the religkfus and mental improvement of a world, in 
the earlier ages the darkness of Pagan superstitwii 
brerspread the moral horizon ; then naught but the faint 
twinklings of the star of Bethlehem directed the weary 
pilgrim to the cross of Calvary ; now the Sun of Righ* 
teousness has begun to shine with meridian splendour 
on a benighted world, the blessings of the Gospel and 
religious instruction are widely extended* The idola- 
trous heathen and the untutored savage hear the glad- 
some news of salvation, and exercise faith in a crucified 
Saviour. What agency the unpretending preacher has 
had in producing this great moral renovation, yoa are 
already well informed ; truly, in regard to it, we may 
exclaim in the language of Holy Writ ; "God hath cho8#n 
the weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty«" 

That your aid may be afforded in helping on this glo* 
rious cause, shall we inform you of the melancholy fact, 
that there are many hundreds in this city, and many 
thousands throughout the State destitute of the melms 
of grace, and ignorant of the doctrines of God^a woid 1 
shall we remind ypu of the covenant vow, by which you 
bound yourselves to live and act solely for the honour 
and glory of your Divine Master 1 Shall we point you to 
Jesus of Nazareth, who went about doing good continu- 
ally, the language of whose heart was, " I must work the 
works of him that sent me, while it is day : the night 
Cometh when no man can work,'' and then address you 
with the words of the Holy Spirit : *' Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of hisT Shall 
we ask you to accompany your compassionate Redeemer 
to Gethsemane, and then witness the tragic scene of 
Calvary T shall we, disciples of the persecuted one, stand 
beside your death-bed, and hear you confess : " Alas ! 
how little have I done for him who did so much for mel 
how often has the language of my heart been, I fear lest 
1 shall wear myself out in the service of him who died 
for me 1 O that I had a thousand lives to give to 
Jesus 7" Shall we tell you of that day, when " we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad," and 
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' then show yoa msny souls about to take up their abode 
anidst the eteroal tomients of hell, who, but for your 
negligence, might have tuned an angel's harp in tlie 
regions of bliss? shall we show you that Inright and 
glorious throng, who having turned many to righteous- 
ness will shine as the stars forever and evert 

All this we would willingly do if requisite, but we 
think you have already decided to aid this cause of Ood. 
Come then, dear brethren, render your assistance in the 
glorious work of converting an apostate world by the 
means of religious Tracts, look to heaven for a blessing 
on your feeble efforts, and hereafter from the gates of 
the New Jerusalem, you shall have the indescribable 
joy of beholding many happy souls, induced through 
your instrumentality to pursue tho high way of holiness, 
gems to sparkle, with celestial brightness in the crown of 
your rejoicing. 

By order cl the Executive Committee, 

M. B. DsiTMAiT, Chairman* 
ThamoB JBL Bradford^ Secretary. 



CONSTITUTION 



PENriSYLVAI«iU YOUNG BIEN'S TRACT SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE I. 
This Society shall be called the PennsyhaQia Young 
Men's Tract Society. 

ABTICLE II. 

The object of this Society shall be to engage the 
feelings and enei^es of young men throughout the State 
of Pennsylvania m promoting the interest of evangelic 
cal religion and sound morality, by the establishment of 
auxiliaries, for the circulation of religious Tracts. 

ARTICLE III. 

Any young man, under thirty-five years of age, who 
subscribes one dollar annually to the funds of this Socie** 
%jt shall be a o^ember* 
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i^TlOtS TV. 

This Society shall aieet annually (A th6 fourth 
Thursday of April, when a Bond of Managers, consisU 
log of a Rresident, Vice Presidents, GorrespondiBg Se* 
Gietary, Reeording Secrataxy, Treasuitr, and ten INt«e- 
tors, shall be elected. 

AMTSXSUi V. 

The Board shall annually elect from thdr own numker, 
an Executive Goounittee ti four membets, and shaH 
hold their stated meetings on the second Thursdays of 
March, June, September, and December. Three shdl 
constitute a quorum. 

ABTICIB VI. 

The Executive Committee, of which the President, 
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer shall be ex 
qfieio members, shall conduct th6 business of the Socie- 
ty during the recesses of the Board, mi report their 
moceedings to the Board at every stated meeting. 
They shall meet statedly on the first Thursday evening of 
each month. Two shall constitute a quorum« 

▲BTIGLB VII. 

The Board of Managers shall fill their «wn vacancies, 
enact their own By-Laws, and report th^ir {Nhoceedings 
at ibB aimual meeting of the Society* 

ABTICUB vin. 
Each auxiliary may make its own Constitution and 
By-Laws, provided that nothing therein contained, shall 
be contrary to the spirit of this Constitution. 

▲BTICLB IX. 

Each au^s^^i^ ^^ P^7 ^^^ ^^^ Treasury of this Spr 
ciety, one-fifth of its annual receipts, provided such re« 
ceipts exceed ten dollars, and shall communicate to the 
Corresponding Secretary of this Society, a notice of its 
formation, its Constitution, a list of its officers annually 
elected, and such instances of the usefulness of IVaets 
as may come to their knowledge. 

AXnCUB X. 

A pubHc meeting of the Society shall be held annu- 
ally ».oii the tidrd Friday evening, of May, when the aa* 

1* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



nual roDort shall be read, and acolleetion shall be made 
to aid toe funds ef the Society. 

JLSnCLB zi. 

^ All meetings of the Society, of the Board of Mana- 
gers, and of Sk9 Exeeutive Oodunttee, shall be opened 
and closed widi prayer. 

MSTSVEM m* 

No alteration 0{ amcindnient to this Ooostitation shall 
be inade,ezeept at a regular meeting of the Society, and 
with the ooncnrrenee of three-fourUis of the members 
present 



BY-LAWS 

OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. . 
ARTICLE I* 

< Secti(Ni 1. The President shall preside at the meet- 
ings of the Board, decide alt questions of order, subject, 
however, to an appeal at the request of two members, 
and perform all (duties incident to his office. 

Soot* 2f tn the absence of the President^ one of the 
Vice-Presidents, or aChidrman, pro tempore^ shall offi* 
ciate. 

ASnCLB II. 

The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the co^ 
respondence of the Society, under the direction of the 
Executive Committee, and report at each stated meeting 
of the Bbard. He shall also prepare and present all 
reports that are, or may be required by the Constitution 
or Society. 

AxrwLB m* 

The Recording Secretary shall keep minutes of tbe 
proceedings, and preserve and file all the papers of the 
Board. He shall notify each member of the time and 
place of meeting, and discharge all incumbent duties. 

ARIICLB TV* 

The. Treasurer shall receive and hold the monies of 
tbe Society, subject to the order of the Executive Com* 
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mittee, signed by the Cbainiian, and eoontentgned bjr 
th9 Secretary* When called upon» he shall report the 
state of the Treasury to the Executive Gommittee; and 
shall at each stated meetioir of the Board rq>ort the 
financial operations of the preceding quarter* 

ABTIOLX V. 

Sect. 1. When business shall req|iiiie it^ the Board 
may adjourn from time to time, as they see fit« 

Sect. 2. Special meetings may be called at the re-^ 
quest of the F^sident, or d! any three directors. 

ARtiouiyi. 

All Committees, the appointment of whidi it not 
otherwise provided for, shall be nonunated by the pre* 
siding officer. 

aruole VII. 

All repoits of Committees must be made, and resolu* 
tioQs and resignations offered, in writing* 

▲BTIGLB Vm. 

Sect. 1. When a question is under oon8ideration,iiomo» 
tion shall be in order unless to adjourn, 

to lay on the table, 
for the previous question, 
to postpone, 
to commit, 
to amend, 
which several motions shall have precedence in the or* 
der in which they stand. 

Sect 2. Motions to adjourn, to lay on the table, and 
for the previous question, shall be decided without de- 
bate. 

Sect. S. Any question decided by the Board may be 
re-considered at the same or the succeeding meeting, 
upon a motion made and seconded by members w£> 
were in the majority. 

Sect. 4. At the request of one-fifth of the members 
present, the ayes and noes on any question shall be re* 
corded. 

ASTICLB IX. . 

Sect. 1. At the hour of meeting, or as soon as a 
quorum shall be formed, the Chair shall be taken, and 
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UUt pmf eri the bturinesB shtH tie trtnsioted in the M- 
IdWiH^orderi 

1st. Reed Mbutes* 

2d. UnfiniBhed fiusineas. 

dd. Report of Executive Oottimittee. 

4th. " Corresponding Secretary. 

5th. << Treasurer. 

6th. *< Special Committees. 

7th. New Business. 

Sect. d. The order- of ^business may be changed by 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present, 
but motions to that effect shail be decided without de> 
bate» 

ASflCLS X. 

Sect. 1. Any By-Law may be suspended in its opera- 
tion for a particular occasion by the concurrence of all 
the members present. 

Sect. 2. No alteration or amendment shall be made 
in these By-Laws, unless the same shall have been pro- 
posed at a prior.meetingof the Board, and have received 
the vote of two- thirds of the members present. 



CONSTITUTION 

Cff AN 

AUXILIARY TRACT SOCIETY. 

Article I. — Name. 
This Society shall be called "The Young Men's 

Tract Society of , Auxiliary to the Pennsylvania 

Toung Men's Tract Society. 

Article U.^Ohfect. 
The object of this Society shall be to promote the ia» 
terests of evangelical religion and sound morality, by the 
oirculation of religious Tracts; and to aid the Fsireiit So* 
ciety in extending their operations. 
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Any young man under thirty-five years of age» wbo 
Bubacribes one dollar annually to the funds of this 8o* 
ciety, shall be a member* 

Article lY. — Cfficert. 
The Officers of this Society shall be a President, two 
Vice Presidents, Corresponding Secretary, Recording 
Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Article V. — Standing Commitiees. 
In addition to the officers of the Society, there shall be 
a Committee on Ways and Means, and a Tract Purchase 
ing Committee. 

Article VI. 
An annual election for officers and members of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and Tract Purchasing 
Committee, shall take place on the first ^— — evening 
io . 

Article VII. — MeeHng. 
A stated meeting of this Society shall be held on the 

first evening of every month ; and special meet* 

ings shall be called by the President, or in his absence^ 
by one of the Vice Presidents, at the written request of 
six members. The meetings shall be opened and closed 
with prayer. Six members shall constitute a quorum. 
A prayer meeting of the Society shall be held on the 
-' evening of every month. 

Article VIII. 
A public meeting of the Society shall be held on the 
■ of March, when the annual report shall be read» 

and a collection shall be made to aid the funds of the 

Society. 

Article IX.— vFYmib. 

This Society shall pay into the Treasury of the Plurenl 
Society one-fifth of its annual leeeipts, provided sueh 
receipts exceed ten dollars. The remainder of the 
funds shall be expended either in the distribution of 
Tracts among the destitute in its immediate vicinity, or 
in benefiting those at a distance through the medium <tf 
Tracts in any way it may deem expedients 
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Article X.>^Jrt/onaffif.rtn. 
/ This Auxiliary shall eommuniCttte to the Corresp6nd- 
in^ Secretary of the Parent Society a notice of its forma- 
tion, its constitution, a list of its officers, annually elect- 
ed, and such instances of the usefulness of Tracts as 
may come to its knowledge. 

Article XL — Report. 

This Auxiliary shall make an annual report to the 
Parent Society in the month of March. 
Article \XiL 

No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, unless 
ihe same be proposed to the Society in wiiting at least 
two months previous to its adoption; and to have the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the members present at a 
stated meeting- 



, BY-LAWS. 

Article I. — President, 

The Presictent shall preside at all meetings of the So- 
ciety, preserve order and enforce the By-Laws, and give 
the casting vote. In his absence once of the Vice Pres- 
dents, or a chairman pro tempore shall officiate. 
Article IL'-^orresponding Seiretary* 

The Correi^nding Secretary shall conduct the corres- 
pondence of the Society, and record in a proper book, 
copies of his communications in relation to the business 
of the Society, file all letters received by him and report 
at each stated meeting. 

Article III. — Recording Secretary. 
The Recording Secretary shall keep fair minutes of 
all the proceedings of the Society in a book for thatpur^ 
pose. He shall preserve the records and other papers of 
the Society committed to him, and notify members of the 
lime tmd place of meeting. He shall inform committees 
of their appointment, and shall furnish a copy of all reso- 
lutions and business referred to Special and Standing 
X)ommittees within one week after their adoption, and 
shall lay before the presiding officer at every meeting of 
the Society, a list of all Special add Standing Committees. 
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Ariiole TV^^Trtasurer. 
The Treasurer shall receive and take duM^geofthe 
funds belonging to the Society, and shall pay sll orders 
which shall have been approved by the Society apd signed 
by the piesiding officer for the tiiae being, and counter- 
signed by the Recording Secretary. He shall report 
monthly the state of the treasury, with the receipts and 
payments for the preceding month ; and shall semi-annu- 
ally submit his accounts for Examination. 

Article V. — Tract Purchasing Committee. 

The Tract Purchasing Committee shall^ consist of 

three, whose duty it shall be to purchase and prepare all 

Tracts ordered by the Society, and hand the same over 

to the different committees, or as the Society may direct, 

» and report monthly their proceedings. 

Article VL— Commt/£ee on Ways and Meana. 
The Committee on Ways and Means shall consist of 
three, whose duty it shall be to devise plans for increas- 
ing the funds of the Society, and, as far as practicable, 
execute them with the consent of the Society. 

Article VII. 
All reports of Committees and resolutions shall be made 
in writing. 

Article VIII. — Standing Committees. 
Standing Committees may adopt rules for their own 
government, such as are not inconsistent with the laws 
of the Society. 

Article IX^^r-'^cceaaors in Office. 
Members aft^r going out of office, must place the 
books, papers, &c. of the Society in complete order in ' 
the possession of their successors, prior to the nfo^t 
stated meeting. « 

Article X. 
The following shall be the order of bMs^iaesp at the 
meetiiigs of the Society : 

1. Prayer.. 

2. Read and correct minutes of previous meetings* 

3. Report of Committee on Ways and M^ans. 

4. Report of Corresponding Secretary. 

5. Report of Treasurer. 
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9. Report of Tract Purchasing Committee. 
7« Report of Tract and Visiting Committee. 
8* Report of Special Committees. 
0. (Tnfinished Business. 
10« Deferred business. 

11. Incidental or New Business. 

12. Prayer. 

Article XI. 
It is recommended tbat the meetings of the several 
Committees from the Society be opened and closed 
with prayer. 

Article XIL 
These By-Laws shall not be altered or amended with* 
out the concurrence of at least two-thirds of the members 
present at a stated meeting. 

N. B. The Executiye Committee adopted the annexed 
form of Constitution and By-lAws for an Auxiliary So- 
ciety, for the accommodation of young men, who, after 
being acquainted with the object, and the urgent claims 
of the Tract Cause for support, might feel disposed im- 
mediately to form themselves into a Society. Perhaps it 
may be well to state that the above are very similar 
to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Young Mm^s 
Tract Sockty of PhUaddphiay which has been, and is 
new, in a dourishing condition, and is the means of 
doing much good to the ignorant and depraved in our 
community. 

0^ It is desirable that annual reports of auxiliaries be 
forwarded as early as the first week in March. 

0^ All reports from Auxiliaries and communicatiims 
respecting the usefulness of Tracts, should be addressed 
to Thomas B. Bradford, Corresponding Secretary, No. 5 
Sansom street, Philadelphia. 

O^AU remittances of funds for the benefit of this So- 
ciety should be addressed to Johq Widdifield, Treasurer, 
No. 29 South Wharves, Philadelphia. 

0^ All orders for Tracts should be addressed to Mr. 
James Moore, Corresponding Secretary of the Pennsyl- 
vania Branch of the American IVact Society, No. SI 
North Fourth street, Philadelphia. 
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